Summary &mdash; Natural wood color was investigated in approximately 200 French oaks (Quercus petraea and Q robur). Color was measured with a spectrocolorimeter and represented using the color volume CIELab. The most important factor influencing color is age. Oak wood from younger trees has a lighter and more yellowish color than that from older trees. The amount of available water is the major soil factor influencing wood color. Much of the variation in the color of oak wood remains unexplained and it is possible that some of this is under genetic control. Genetic studies on oak wood color are difficult, because the colored heartwood only begins to develop between 10 and 20 years of age, and genetic trials for oak of this age are scarce.
Quercus petraea / Quercus robur / CIELab color / age / soil Résumé &mdash; L'influence de l'âge, de la teneur en extraits et du sol sur la couleur du bois de chêne: réflexion sur l'influence de la génétique sur la couleur du bois de chêne. A survey of wood-using professionals by Mazet and Janin (1990) showed that lightness is the most important color criterion, followed by its hue and saturation. Flot (1988) , Nieminen (1988) and Klumpers (1990) . Janin and Mazet (1987) (fig 4) . Table III indicates that, on the average, very little difference exists in wood color for the 2 oak species. Differences between the species' mean values of a*, b* and C* were very small and were not significant.
Species and wood color
On the average, there was some suggestion that the wood of sessile oak is slightly lighter than that of pedunculate oak. This difference was barely perceptible to the human eye and was not significant. However, the differences in hue (h*) were significant with the wood of sessile oak tending to be more reddish in color than that of pedunculate oak.
Extractive content and wood color Figure 5 indicates that the extractive content of sapwood is considerably lower than that of heartwood, a result that numerous other authors reported before (eg, Hillis, 1987; Wei&szlig; mann et al, 1989; Peng et al, 1991) . This result supports the hypothesis that wood color is related to extractives because the heartwood is much darker and redder than the sapwood. There is a significant correlation between the color of the outer heartwood and its extractive content, whereas the color of the inner heartwood cannot be correlated with extractive content (table IV) (1986) found no differences in the quantity and quality of extractives of the 2 species. Rink (1987) found no evidence for genetic control over any heartwood color parameter in a progeny trial for black walnut (Juglans nigra L). Average color differences between oaks growing in different regions were suspected to be due to different soil properties rather than genetic control 
